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But was there no circumstance to predispose
the Elder to find want of arrangement in S.
Mark's Gospel? The Elder tells how it was
composed from the sermons of S. Peter which
did not form an orderly account of our Lord's
life and teaching, though, without doubt, they
embraced the most important features of the
same. The Elder, under such circumstances,
would not expect a strictly orderly arrangement
of the matter.

Are there phenomena in our present S. Mark
to justify this expectation ? Certainly there
are. S. Mark does not begin at the beginning
with any account of the infancy of our Lord,
nor does he give such data for chronology in
the course of his Gospel as S. Luke gives in
ch. iii., or as S. John gives by mentioning dif-
ferent Jewish feasts in connection with the
events of the Ministry.

Further, the hypothesis of a lost S. Mark
raises the difficulty, How came one Gospel to
be lost and another to be substituted for it ?
It must have been lost either "before Papias
wrote, or between the date of Papias' work and
the date of Ireiu-eus (190 A.B.).

Was  it  losfc  before  Papias  wrote (140-150